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The beginning of the year has been a great success. The Pepper Ridge staff would like to 
welcome all returning and new students.  We are looking forward to working closely with our 
families and students to maintain the highest quality of education for our students.  

Just a few things to remember:
● The school doors open at 7:25 a.m. each morning for student arrival. Please do not 

drop your students off before this time for their safety. Adult supervision is not outside 
until 7:25 each day.

● Please adhere to our traffic guidelines during arrival and dismissal. Make sure you pull 
all the way around the circle drive curb before dropping your student off.  Please be 
patient and wait in line rather than pulling around stopped cars. You never know when 
a little one might be crossing.  We appreciate all you do to make Pepper Ridge safe.

Sincerely ~ Mrs. Fogal
                                                                                                          

 

September 5 Boy Scout Recruitment Night at 6:30 pm

September 6 Walk-A-Thon Pep Rally

September 10 PTO Meeting at 6:30 pm

September 11 Garden Club 2:30 pm - 3:15 pm

September 17 Pepper Ridge Promise Council Meeting at 4:15 pm
Family Meal Night at Portillos 4:00 - 8:00 

September 18 Late Start 8:45
Late Start Breakfast Kindergarten only 

September 20 Walk-A-Thon 

September 23 Teacher Institute Day - No School 

September 25 Garden Club 2:30 pm - 3:15 pm
School Picture Retakes

September 27 Code Red/Evacuation Drill at 9:00 am

September 28 Food Mobile at NCWHS 10:00 - 11:30

 

  

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Is September 25th!  

FOOD MOBILE
Saturday, 9/28  at 
NCWHS  there will 
be a Foodmobile 
distribution serving 
residents of McLean 
County.  The hours are 10:00 
-11:30 am in the NCWHS 
Cafeteria.  Each family 
leaves with between 3-5 
days of food including 
fresh milk and produce. 
Please visit Unit5.org for 
more information. 

Asking “How was school today?” might not get 
you far.  Instead, ask questions like these for a 
better picture of your child’s school day.

● What’s the coolest thing that happened today?
● Pretend you’re the teacher.  How would you describe your day?
● What made you laugh?
● What was the most creative thing you did?
● How were you kind or helpful today?  How was someone kind or helpful to you?

 



SEL at Pepper Ridge
SEL stands for Social and Emotional Learning. It is the 
process through which we understand and manage 
emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show 
empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 
relationships, and make responsible decisions.

Why Teach SEL? 
Today’s students are more complex than ever, and their 
school and home prior learning experiences are more 
diverse than ever. A coordinated SEL framework will 
enhance academic work and ensure home/school 
partnership for supporting students in all areas of their 
lives.

For more information visit this informational flyer.

         Recess      Lunch                        
Kindergarten      11:15 - 11:40 11:40 - 12:05 

1st Grade      10:40 - 11:05 11:05 - 11:30 

2nd Grade      11:40 - 12:05 12:05 - 12:30 

3rd Grade      10:45 - 11:10 11:10 - 11:35 

4th Grade      11:10 - 11:35 11:35 - 12:00

5th Grade      11:45 - 12:10 12:10 - 12:35

 Lunch Prices 
Students $2.20 
Milk only $ .55 
Adults    $2.70 

School begins at 7:45 a.m. and ends at 2:30 p.m. for the 
2019-2020 school year. Students may begin arriving to 
school at 7:25 a.m. At this time students may enter through 
the doors at the main entrance and report directly to the 
gym or cafeteria. All students should be picked up promptly 
at 2:30 p.m. If your student’s end of day transportation in 
going to be different than the normal way, please call the 
office. Thank you! 

 

Making the Right Call When Your Child Is Sick:
Should I keep my child home or send him or her to 

school?
School policy (and/or state law) requires a child stay 
home if he or she:

● Has a fever of 100.0 degrees or higher
● Has been vomiting or has diarrhea
● Has symptoms that keep him or her from 

participating in school, such as:
○ Very tired or lack of appetite
○ Cough that he or she cannot control, 

sneezing often
○ Headache, body aches, or earache
○ Sore Throat—a minor sore throat is ok 

for school, but a severe sore throat 
could be strep throat, even if there is 
no fever.  

■ Keep your child home until his or her fever has 
been gone for 24 hours without medicine.  

■ Keep your child home until 
       24 hours after last vomiting
       or diarrhea episode.

  

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL TIMES

LUNCH AND RECESS TIMES

Birthday Treat Policy  

Unit 5 believes that birthdays are special for children. As a 
school district, in order to promote a healthy school 
environment, birthday recognitions cannot include food 
items. We will allow non-edible prizes such as pencils or 
erasers again this year. This policy has worked 
well for all our students.  As a school, we will 
announce student birthdays each day and they 
will receive a birthday book.      Thank you!

SICK DAY GUIDELINES 

Parents and family members of Pepper Ridge 
students help to make our school amazing! If you 
are interested in donating time to our school, 
please contact our office (309-557-4423).  All 
volunteers in a Unit 5 school district must undergo 
a background check online each year. Once you 
have completed the application process your 
volunteer badge will be available at  Pepper Ridge 
School. Application can be found at this link. 

NEW PEPPER RIDGE STAFF

https://www.unit5.org/cms/lib/IL01905100/Centricity/Domain/21/SEL%20Curriculum%20Night%20Flyer.pdf
https://www.unit5.org/domain/3072


What is the earliest time I can drop off my child at school?
Students will be allowed into the building at 7:25. There is no 
adult supervision at our doors prior to 7:25. 

Can I reserve the outside playground area?
We treat this area as a public park, asking coaches and 
parents to work together and cooperate with usage.

When will the Pepper Ridge office utilize group email and/or 
school reach messages for parent communication?
We are always concerned that too much use of such 
communication tools will lessen the attention given to the 
most important messages.  To this philosophy, we will 
continue to send messages from our office considered to be 
of greater importance.  Classroom teachers and our PTO will 
continue to send a greater number of messages dealing with 
day to day information, reminders etc.

Why are the doors locked?  
The doors are locked at all times for the safety of all staff and 
students. We ask that all visitors and volunteers ring the   
buzzer and then proceed directly to the office to sign in. We 
also ask all visitors and volunteers to wear their 
district-approved volunteer badges
 

All schools in Unit 5 have implemented a positive behavior 
support system known as PBIS.  PBIS is a proactive 
comprehensive, systematic and individualized continuum of 
support designed to provide opportunities to all students, 
including students with disabilities, for achieving social and 
learning success, while preventing problem behaviors.

Students receive Puma Paws for following Pepper Ridge 
Expectations: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible.  

Puma Paws are given whenever a student is seen following 
our school wide expectation.  Puma Paws can be given by 
all staff members.  

Students can use their Puma Paws to purchase items such 
as pencils, erasers, popcorn, lunch with teachers and many 
more exciting items!  

***ATTENTION STATE FARM***  
PARENTS

Do you volunteer at least 40 hours in a year at Pepper 
Ridge School and work at State Farm?  
If so, you can earn our 
school 500!  Volunteering 
Includes helping at our 
Walk A Thon, Family Game 
Night, volunteering in the              
classroom or even taking things home to work on for your 
child’s classroom teacher.
Visit the below link for more details. 

https://www.unit5.org/Page/4519
 

PBIS

October 2 Late Start - School Begins at 8:45

October 8 PTO Meeting at 6:30

October 9 Fire Drill with the B.F.D. 9:00
Garden Club 2:30 - 3:15

October 14 Columbus Day - No School 

October 16 McTeacher Night 5:00 - 7:00 

October 17 Earthquake Drill 10:00 
Family Game Night at 6:30 - 7:30

October 21-25 Scholastic Book Fair in IMC

October 23  Garden Club 2:30 - 3:15

October 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences - No school 

October 26 PTO Craft & Vendor Show 9:00 - 3:00

October 30 Late Start - School Begins at 8:45

October 31 Fall Parties 1:30 - 2:30 

LOOKING AHEAD

HOW CAN I HELP?

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Pepper Ridge Elementary Collects Box Tops
What do Box Tops and Labels for Education do for us?  
Each Box Top turned into a teacher at Pepper Ridge is 
worth $.10 for our school, paid to Pepper Ridge PTO.  In 
addition to this contest, you can also help raise money for 
Pepper Ridge by visiting www.boxtops4education.com. The 
Labels for Education let’s Pepper bank points that can be 
used by the school to purchase education resources and 
playground equipment.  Your child can deliver box tops and 
labels in separate bags or envelopes with their room code 
clearly marked to their teacher.
 

https://www.unit5.org/Page/4519
http://www.boxtops4education.com



